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OPPORTUNITIES 
Like many people, Troy likes to support nonprofit agencies in his neighborhood by making a donation a few 
times each year. However, he gets worried whenever he hears news stories about nonprofits that turn out to 
be scams, or that don't do what they say they're going to with donations. The Better Business Bureau Wise 
Giving Alliance helps people like Troy make informed decisions about where to donate. 

ABOUT UNITED WAY OF WELD COUNTY 
United Way has the vision, experience, relationships, and ability to take on and solve some of 
Weld County’s biggest challenges. Through United Way, together we are building a better Weld 
County, one where children are reading to learn by the start of fourth grade, youth are working 
at good jobs by age 25, families have stable housing, older adults are aging well, and people are 
connecting to the help they need. Will you join us?  
 
Connecting Weld programs help human services increase in visibility, 
accessibility, and capacity.  
 

“No single 
measure can 

signal if a 
charity is 

trustworthy 
or not. Judging 

a charity by its 
overhead ratio or 

impact as sole 
barometers cannot 
accurately portray 

the overall 
performance and 

health of an 
organization.” 

 

- BBB Wise  
Giving Alliance 

CHALLENGES 
The Better Business Bureau has 
found that, “Inability to access 
relevant information limits people’s 
ability to distinguish charities that 
deserve their support from those 
that do not. Seven in 10 adults say 
it is difficult to know whether or 
not a charity asking for their 
support is legitimate. People’s main 
source of information to help make 
giving decisions are the charities 
themselves, but only half of the 
public credits charities with making 
the appropriate information 
available.” For each nonprofit 

reviewed, the Better Business Bureau Wise 
Giving Alliance assigns one of three labels… 

 standard is met 

 standard is not met 

 unable to verify 
 
…on 20 standards in four categories: 

 governance and oversight 

 measuring effectiveness 

 finances 

 solicitations and informational materials 
 
Nonprofits that meet the 20 standards are 
certified and are better philanthropic 
investments. 

 

  

Better Business Bureau 
Wise Giving Alliance 

COLLABORATES 



Living United, together we are building a better Weld County.  

INVESTMENTS 
The Better Business Bureau Wise Giving Alliance helps 
donors make informed giving decisions and promotes 
high standards of conduct among organizations that 
solicit contributions from the public. It produces 
reports about national charities, evaluating them 
against comprehensive Standards for Charity 
Accountability. The overarching principles of these 
standards cover four essential areas that are 
necessary for determining trustworthiness: adequate 
board oversight, results that correspond with a 
charity’s mission, financial accountability, and 
transparent and accurate donor communications. 
 
In 2014, a unique partnership between Better 
Business Bureau Serving Northern Colorado and 
Wyoming and United Way of Weld County was 
established. It minimizes duplication of efforts by 
volunteers at United Way and creates efficiencies that 
ultimately benefit both donors and charitable 
organizations and the causes they support. As a result, 
nonprofits supported through United Way must meet 
BBB’s 20 Standards for Charity Accountability.  

In 2020-2021, United Way worked with 
the BBB to renew the accreditation of 
40+ nonprofits. 100% of United Way 
funded nonprofits maintained or 
increased their capacity in 
governance, fundraising, 
management and program delivery. 
 

Please contact the UWWC Community 
Impact team at Impact@UnitedWay-
Weld.org or 970-353-4300 for more 

information or to get involved. 
 

 

 

 “The necessity of nonprofit accountability is 
greater today than it was 20 or even 10 

years ago. Donors increasingly want 
measurable proof that well-run 
organizations are utilizing their 

contributions to make enduring progress on 
community challenges.” 

– Lyle SmithGraybeal, Vice President of Community 
Development at United Way of Weld County 

GIVE 
Consider making a donation to United Way of 
Weld County or the agencies supported through 
its efforts. 
 

ADVOCATE 
Tell your family and friends to utilize Better 
Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Alliance 
(www.give.org) when making decisions about 
their charitable donations. 
 

VOLUNTEER 
Collective Impact needs strategic-minded 
volunteers to help decide where United Way of 
Weld County resources are invested. 


