WE ARE ALL IN THIS

TOGETHER
LIVING UNITED

Together we are building a better Weld County, one where children are reading to learn by the start of fourth grade, youth are working at
good jobs by age 25, families have stable housing, older adults are aging well and people are connecting to the help they need.

Partnerships are
Essential to Achieve
Greater Results
The word united is defined as joined
together for a common purpose, relating
by joint action, being in agreement.
This definition is core to why United
Jeannine Truswell
Ways are a bit different than many
President & CEO
nonprofit organizations. Our role is to
bring together multiple stakeholders for concrete action to
make our local areas great places to live for everyone. With our
United Way, United Way of Weld County, we convene nonprofit
organizations, government and school representatives, faithbased communities, foundations, businesses and individuals for
making progress and solving challenges in five initiative areas,
each with measurable goals by initiative and program.
Our community-wide initiatives and their goals are:
• Reading Great by 8: Children are entering kindergarten ready
and reading at grade level by the start of 4th grade.
• Thrive by 25: Youth are graduating high school and
transitioning to a successful adulthood by age 25.
• Weld’s Way Home: Households are attaining and maintaining
stable housing.
• Aging Well: Older adults are aging well in community.
• Connecting Weld: Human services are increasing in visibility,
accessibility, and capacity.
To achieve these goals, your United Way provides direct
services, leads and participates in collaborations, and partners
with other organizations through funding and other resourcing.
I have had the privilege of being involved in regional, statewide
and even national associations, human care and nonprofit
organizations and projects. There is something unique
about Weld County that can be hard to come by in other
communities. For us, working together and not in silos is second
nature. In this newsletter, you will find several examples of this
collaborative work. We know that when our community works
and invests united, we can achieve greater results. Thank you
for investing in United Way of Weld County.

Quilting Journey Leads to Volunteer
Opportunity for United Way
Volunteer Spotlight: Judy Cunningham

Growing up in south Florida, Judy Cunningham didn’t
have much need for quilts, but she always loved them.
Cunningham began quilting in the late 1990s. “I made mirror
imaged quilts for twin beds. A picture of one of the twin
quilts made Sample Quilt Magazine,” Cunningham says.
“I used bright bold colors. I learned early on I wouldn’t be
happy making traditional quilts as I was always wanting to
improvise and to make them my own personal statement.”
Cunningham says about three years ago she was gifted a
stash of fabric, patterns, notions, kits, unfinished blocks
and partially made bits including embroidered blocks.
“The opportunity to reduce the large quantity of fabric
and being home during the COVID-19 pandemic gave me
the uninterrupted time to work on charity lap quilts,”
Cunningham says.
When Cunningham saw a United Way newsletter indicating
there was a need for COVID-19 masks in the community,
she jumped at the opportunity to help. “I answered the call
and mentioned that I also had 12 lap quilts and could they
possibly have a need for them as well,” Cunningham says. “I
was met with an enthusiastic welcome and they were picked
up along with the over 20 masks I made. I was gratified that
they appreciated my work and had an appropriate use for
them. A double win-win. Hopefully, I’ve made some people
happy to have something handmade and an original quilt.”
Cunningham definitely made some Weld County residents
happy, and United Way of Weld County thanks her for her
volunteer efforts...read
more at www.UnitedWayWeld.org/cunningham.
Want to volunteer?
Go to www.
UnitedWay-Weld.org/
volunteer to find an
opportunity.

Judy Cunningham
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Foundation Spotlight
You and AmeriCorps = A Better Weld County
AmeriCorps partners with United Way
each year to mobilize 20-plus AmeriCorps
members, dozens of volunteers, and tens
of thousands of dollars to create a better
Weld County. And you as a donor are the
key; if it weren’t for early investments in
this partnership we would not have such
a robust resource for Weld County.

Youth for a Change, and Greeley/Evans
School District 6 began hosting Colorado
Reading Corps members in Weld County.
Committing to a school year of service,
Reading Corps members work with
students in grades 1-3 who are behind
in their reading to help them catch up.
During the 2019-2020 school year, of
263 students worked with, two-thirds
that had enough one-on-one time with a
tutor were succeeding.

in her hometown of Portland, Maine,
before moving to Colorado to help run
our northern Colorado project as a
VISTA Leader. “My AmeriCorps VISTA
years were instrumental for taking
my college learning and making it real
through community service. With my
figurative eyesight made more realistic,
I nevertheless am committed now and
Since a VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
as a career to the mission of alleviating
America) partnership began in 2007 with
poverty that AmeriCorps champions,”
AmeriCorps, 59 Weld County nonprofits
Azia says. Azia is now back in Colorado
and governmental agencies have hosted Established in 1993, AmeriCorps efforts
serving as the NoCO AmeriCorps Project
200-plus year-long AmeriCorps members mobilize over 80,000 Americans for
coordinator, which is a full-time United
from 33 states. These have recruited
national service each year, including roles
Way employee position.
82,149 volunteers who have served
in direct service, disaster preparedness
331,459 hours. AmeriCorps members
and recovery, environmental
Here’s to Azia and to AmeriCorps and to
have also raised $7,263,005 through
preservation, and nonprofit organization United Way donors who make the NoCO
grants and fundraising and $1,615,624
capacity building. The NoCO AmeriCorps AmeriCorps Project possible with their
in in-kind donations. The value of each
Project, stationed at United Way, is a
generosity.
volunteer hour is $28.54; with this
local AmeriCorps affiliate that makes
added in, the AmeriCorps/United Way
connections and mobilizes resources.
partnership has brought nearly $18.5
AmeriCorps does much for addressing
million dollars of value to Weld County.
challenges in local communities. It
CONNECTING
CONNECTING
WELD
WELD
Additionally, beginning in 2018, United
also develops future civic leaders. Azia
United
Way of Wel
United Way of Weld
County
Way along with AmeriCorps, Colorado
Gilbert served for an AmeriCorps year

Local Leadership for Your United Way
Board Member Spotlight: Angel Flores
United Way: Why do you support United Way
of Weld County?
Angel Flores: One of United Way’s mottos is:
“We are all in this together.” And when I think
of our community, nothing could be truer. Each
organization and nonprofit could certainly
work independently and do their own thing
but when we collaborate and strategically
attack the same problems, our efforts are
exponentially multiplied and results are
dramatically increased. United Way is uniquely
positioned in our community to be that
collaborative agency, bringing everyone else to
the table.
United Way: Why is it important for you to
volunteer your time?
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Angel: As a pastor, I teach my people: “There
is something that happens in the heart of a
person when they give time or resources with
nothing expected in return. Generosity makes
each of us better.” I’ve experienced this in my
own life. When we take our eyes off ourselves
and focus on helping someone who is in need,
something life changing happens in our own
hearts. Gratitude and contentment increase.
United Way: What is your goal as a United Way
board member?
Angel: In northern Colorado, we will end
veteran homelessness in the next year and
then we will end chronic homelessness soon
after that. We have the expertise, the right
people and our community is resourcing this
work, so I really believe it will happen.

Angel Flores is a member
of the United Way board of
directors and the lead pastor
of Mosaic Church in Evans.

Cornerstone Partner Spotlight
“Farmers Bank
supports United
Way of Weld County
because they also
support the local
area needs of
the community. This has been very
important over the last 20 years with
the great financial crisis and now the
COVID-19 impact that we are facing in
the community,” says Eric L. Hoffner,
Farmers Bank president. “One main
reason Farmers Bank partners with
United Way is although they reach out
over the entire nation, they have local
support for the communities we work
and live in.”
Hoffner adds: “We have heard of the
help they have made to people in the
community and how those people have

benefited from the support they have
received from United Way. The many
programs they have support so many
different needs of the community.”

For more about the Cornerstone
Partners program, please visit www.
UnitedWay-Weld.org/cornerstone.

Hoffner says that United Way are the
problem-solvers, the hand-raisers, the
game-changers.
“They fight for the health, education
and financial stability of every person
in every community. Without this help,
there would be a large gap of support
in the community that would be hard to
fill,” Hoffner says. “United Way would
have trouble doing this alone without
partnerships and that is why Farmers
Bank supports United Way of Weld
County and all their efforts. We have
supported United Way the last 20 years
and look forward to another 20 years in
the future.”

Become a United Way
Leadership Giver
Did you know that there are over 300 individuals and
couples in Weld County that each year give nearly 25
percent of the financial resources that our United Way
needs to make Weld County a better place to live for
our more vulnerable neighbors? And that you can be
a Leadership Giver? Acknowledgment levels begin at
$500.
Find out more at www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/
leadership. Or contact Patty Gates at PGates@
UnitedWay-Weld.org or 970-304-6185 with questions.
We hope that you will be a Leadership Giver!

Farmers Bank was purchased by existing
shareholders in 2001. The ownership group
wanted a small local bank that would help
people in the local community with their
banking needs and make all those decisions
locally. Farmers Bank has been doing this
for 20 years now and has really enjoyed
watching the area grow and prosper.

Thank You to Catholic Charities for
the 2020-21 Cold Weather Shelter
United Way of Weld County thanks Catholic Charities
for our amazing partnership. For the past several years
UWWC has contracted with Catholic Charities to manage
the seasonal cold weather shelter program component of
the Housing Navigation Center, which is open from early
November to mid-April. The 2020-21 season was especially
challenging for Catholic Charities staff as the need for
social distancing led to the use of additional rooms at the
nearby Rodeway Inn on most nights. Plus employees looked
after people who had been COVID-19 infected and were in
isolation at the motel.
Currently the Catholic Charities and UWWC partnership
also includes funding for the Guadalupe Community Center
which serves people experiencing homelessness, rental
assistance for vulnerable households, case management for
older adults to help them age well in community, and more.
Thank you to Catholic Charities
for your commitment to and
service for our Weld County
neighbors!

Jeannine Truswell, Dick and Karen Monfort
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COVID-19 Homeless Shelter to Remain Open Until December 31
As of June 1, 22 formerly experiencing homelessness households have found new housing through the United Way COVID-19
Homeless Shelter at Bonell! And now, thanks to additional funding from the State of Colorado, the City of Greeley, The Weld
Trust, and you, the shelter will remain open until the end of 2021. This means that, over time, even more of
our neighbors that were previously living out-of-doors will find new housing and keep it. “While this shelter is
only for specific guests based on their likelihood of contracting COVID-19, in providing this group shelter we are
helping some of our most vulnerable Weld County residents,” says Shawn Walcott, assistant director of household
stability at United Way. Contact Shawn at SWalcott@UnitedWay-Weld.org or 970-304-6187 to find out more or to
contribute.

Un

RoadMap 4 Kids Resources for your family
Tara, a mother of two young children, was struggling to keep her little ones occupied, and not just sitting in front of the TV.
She picked up a flyer at her pediatrician’s office about the Roadmap4Kids and decided to see what it had to offer. On the online
road map (www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/RoadMap4Kids), she was able to find several age
appropriate activities and ideas she could do with her children to keep them busy, all while
learning important skills.
We know that with guidance and support, and an easy to follow roadmap, parents and
caregivers can become increasingly involved in home learning activities and find themselves
with more and more opportunities to teach and guide the children in their care. Plus,
they can learn of community resources that they need to help their infants, toddlers, and
preschool and young school age children to become strong. Using the Roadmap4Kids, in
2019 over 2,000 Weld County parents and caregivers were connected with
COUNTY’S
resources for their kids, prenatal to 8 years of age, so thatWELD
all of our
children
READING
GREAT BY
can grow up valued, healthy and thriving. Find resources Early
for yourChildhood
family at
www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/RoadMap4Kids.
Council

8

AmeriCorps Expands in Northern Colorado
As mentioned earlier in the newsletter, United Way of Weld County partners with AmeriCorps to have members serve at local
nonprofits and government agencies. A third and new partner to the effort is United Way of Larimer County; what was the
UWWC AmeriCorps Project has become the NoCO AmeriCorps Project, with both Weld and Larimer counties in its scope of
service and with the two United Ways as its sponsor. This will bring increased reach and sustainability to the project, which will
continue to be housed at United Way of Weld County.
Now, stories like that of Brett Garris will become even more common in northern Colorado. Originally from West Virginia and
now working full-time in Houston for Team Rubicon, of his disaster preparedness and response AmeriCorps year in
Weld County, Brett shared, “We prepare better when we prepare together; that’s why I’m so excited to engage our
community in ways to better prepare themselves, their families, and those around them in the event of a disaster.
Through this work, I feel AmeriCorps has truly helped me make a difference.”
Find out more at www.UnitedWay-Weld.org.
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The need is greater than ever. Please give today!
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See enclosed envelope or donate online at www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/donatenow

U

Our Opportunity to Make Weld County
a Better Place for Older Adults
Evans, Garden City, and Greeley are now members of the AARP Network of Age-Friendly Communities, which provides guidance
and resources for improving Weld County for older adults and people of all ages. The United Way of Weld County-led Aging Well
collaborative has been working with these municipalities for joining AARP’s network.
“Being part of the AARP network is going to give our neighbors a greater opportunity to participate in the planning, designing
and developing of our communities as they grow so that they will be able to support people of all ages and allow residents
to thrive at every stage of life,” says Jim Riesberg, an Aging Well member. Riesberg added that about 40 older adult serving
organizations came together to form the Aging Well group to discuss what the AARP initiative would mean for the future. “These
tools that will now be provided through the Age-Friendly Network we can see as very important for building a better community
for older adults. Coming in as three cities is kind of a new concept. Also, having United Way as the sponsor/advocate of this was
an innovation in Colorado as well.”

AGING

At noon on Friday, May 21, there will be an online announcement of the importance of
this effort. You can watch it live or a replay by visiting www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/AARP.

WELL

United

Connecting Youth to Caring Adults as a Group Goal
For years concerns have grown over heightened youth anxiety and depression that can lead to isolation and suicide. COVID-19
has exacerbated the challenge. A primary antidote is increasing youth connections to caring adults; a relationship with a mentor
or older caring person is a proven remedy.
The Thrive by 25 collective impact workgroup has taken on as its primary goal
increasing the number of caring adults in Weld County that connect with youth.
“As a collaborative we considered what to do together, a ‘one thing’ that could
make a difference in many youth lives,” says Clint Dudley, Thompson Rivers Parks
and Recreation District executive director and a Thrive by 25 lead volunteer. “We
decided to make connecting more youth to caring adults as our goal for at least the
next couple of years. It’s that important.”
The shared goal is to meet and exceed the number of caring adult
relationships as compared with the pre-COVID-19 period. Find out
how you can be a mentor at www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/volunteer.

Thanks to our donors, United Way of Weld County mobilizes the caring power of our community in five
initiative areas, seeking permanent solutions to our most pressing human services challenges.
Early Childhood
Development

Ending & Preventing
Homelessness

Youth Success
Older Adults and
Healthy Aging

Access to Services

We can’t do this important work without you. Give today!
See enclosed envelope or donate online at www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/donatenow
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United Way of Weld County
PO Box 1944 - Greeley, CO 80632
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NO MATTER THE SIZE OF YOUR GIFT IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE FOR SOMEONE IN WELD COUNTY!
GIVE

Your gift funds the programs and initiatives that
make life better for 1 in 6 people in
Weld County who need help.

www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/donatenow

VOLUNTEER

You can help people in your own community. Tell us
what you love, and we’ll pair you with the perfect
volunteer opportunity.

www.UnitedWay-Weld.org/volunteer

CORNERSTONE PARTNERS

ENSURING YOUR DONATION IS GOING DIRECTLY TO THOSE WHO NEED IT

Cornerstone Partners understand the importance of United Way’s role in convening and bringing agencies
together to achieve greater results. These companies and organizations donate all or a portion of their annual
contribution to help cover our administrative and fundraising costs allowing our community’s generous
donations to support programs and services helping those in need.

LEAVE A LEGACY

Your legacy gift ensures that the issues and
community you care about most will enjoy
continued support after you are gone.

Contact us at 970-353-4300

SAVE THE DATE
Community Leaders
Luncheon
Tuesday, September 21

Berry Blendz - Chick-fil-A Greeley - Connecting Point - Flood and Peterson
Front Range Roofing Systems - Phelps-Tointon - Townsquare Media - Vestas Blades America
1310 KFKA, 365 REAL Property Management, Atmos Energy, Ehrlich Toyota, FNBO, Ghent Chevrolet Cadillac,
Great Western Bank, Hensel Phelps, Honda of Greeley, Kaiser Permanente, Mirage Productions,
Pepsi Beverages Company, Professional Finance Company, Property Technica, Spradley Barr Ford Greeley,
Tigre FM 102.1 and 1450 AM, Weld County Garage Buick GMC

www.UnitedWay-Weld.org | 970-353-4300
PO Box 1944 - Greeley, CO 80632
814 9th Street - Greeley | 330 Park Avenue - Fort Lupton

Join United Way to celebrate
our community.
More details coming soon!

Connect with us!
United Way of Weld County

